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LEADERS’ REPORT 

 
Group Leader / Chairperson – Darin Hutcheson  
 
3 Years of Growth 
Just 3 years ago we had a small number of Keas, a dozen Scouts, some Venturers and no Cubs.  Altogether we had 24 
members and struggled to find new members.  Our Venturer Leader, Nigel Boyce, answered the call to restart the 
Cubs section and almost exactly 3 years ago we invested 8 Cubs. 
 

           
 
Six months later Moyra decided the group would benefit from her organisation skills, and it’s been onwards and 
upwards from there.  Now we have 36 Keas, 48 Cubs and 20 Scouts, so we’ve more than quadrupled in size. 
5 of these original 8 cubs are still in the group, with Tim and Thomas about to be invested as Scouts. 
  
I’m really proud of what we’ve achieved – it’s been an enormous amount of hard work by a number of people, 
especially the Leaders of all the sections and our Committee.  Thanks to all those that have been involved, and to the 
enthusiastic Keas, Cubs and Scouts that make it all worthwhile.  From here we will be concentrating on sustaining 
these numbers and providing the best possible scouting experience for all our youth members and leaders. 
 
Working Bee 
Thanks to everyone who helped at our Working Bee.  Our Den is now much lighter and brighter inside, and 
considerably tidier outside.  A lot more people than expected turned up to help, which was really good to see. Next 
time we’ll be better prepared with a much bigger list of jobs. 
 
AGM – Tuesday 24 October @ 7pm 
Please come along to our AGM on Tuesday 24 October from 7pm - 8pm. 
 
Going to an AGM is probably low on your list of exciting things to do, but it would be great if someone from each 
family could come along to acknowledge the efforts of our hard working volunteers. 
 
Sunnynook Park excavations 
You will have noticed that that Dempsey Wood are digging up the park, and this will continue throughout the 
Summer.  Weather permitting, they will start trucking the dirt across the road in the last week of November and 
building up the field at Wairau Intermediate School.  The haul road will go across Sunnynook Road directly outside 
the Scout Den. They will be working Monday to Friday until 6pm which means we need to be especially careful when 



 

 

Keas are being dropped off.  The contractors will have someone there ensuring pedestrian safety.  However, please 
make sure you actively supervise your Keas and you must bring them to the door and sign them in as normal.  The 
contractors have been extremely helpful so far – please let me know if you have any concerns, and I will address raise 
them with their project manager.  The main earthworks should be finished before we start Term 1, but the park will 
be out of action until at least mid 2018. 
 
Bank Accounts – Important! 
We’ve now got a really good accounting system in place, and have decided that we only need one bank account.  
Previously we had a group account and then one for each section. 
 
Starting immediately, all payments should go to the same account 12-3087-0088837-00.  If you have saved us as a 
payee with any other suffix at the end -  probably -05, -06 or -07 - then please delete these. Your payment will bounce 
if you use one of these.  If you’ve received an Invoice, please make sure you put the Invoice number as a reference. It 
makes it a lot easier for us reconcile your payment. 
 
Behaviour 
Lately we’ve been getting comments that a few kids are very disrespectful and disruptive.  They are spoiling the 
experience for some of the other members, and for our leaders.  The Scout Law has 3 main values “Have Respect”, 
“Be Positive” and “Do What is right”. The Scout Programme aims to help instil these in our youth and we expect that 
the parents will support us in this.  If your child is continually disruptive and disrespectful we’ll be in contact to 
discuss what you need to do to help ensure their future in our group.  Apologies to the majority of you with well 
behaved children! 
 
Waiting List 
We still have a long waiting list for Keas.  If you have younger children that you want to start Keas in the next 12 – 18 
months, then please let me know their name and date of birth and I’ll put them on the waiting list. Email 
darin.hutcheson@gmail.com 
 
Term Fees for 2018 
Around half the money we collect from term fees goes straight to Scouting NZ to run the organisation. They’ve 
recently announced that they will be increasing the fee they us charge per child  byover $60 per annum.  We will be 
increasing the term fees by $15 per term in 2018 to cover this.  They are also establishing a hardship fund for those 
who can’t afford to pay – please get in touch with Karen or myself if this applies to you.  
 
Thanks – have a great Term 4.  Darin. 
 

 

KEAS’ REPORT 

 
Kea Leaders – Louise, Anne-Marie and Annette 
 
Term 3 was a busy one for Monday & Tuesday night Keas with our Term theme 
being 'Fire'.  
 
Both nights had so much fun making fossils, and learning about a Maori Legend. All 
Keas managed to earn a pretty awesome badge that was designed for this term by 
a Kea Leader in New Zealand.  
 
Together, both Kea nights joined up to have a few combined nights with an 
emergency services theme. First was a visit to the den by St Johns Ambulance crew 
and the second was a trip to Takapuna fire station to visit Red Watch and learn about the local Fire station and the 
work they do. 
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Both nights also joined forces with Tahinu Keas for our combined Sleepover at Kelly Tarltons aquarium. We all had so 
much fun and all the Keas had a blast sleeping in the tunnels with all the sharks, fish and turtles swimming above us. 
 
Monday had a cool night time bush walk on one of their nights finishing up with a lights out session at the glow worm 
caves - can't go wrong watching worms with fire in their butts!! 
 
Tuesday did some cool work towards their Healthy Kea badge and as always, anything to do with food is always going 
to be a huge hit! 
 
The end of the term saw both Monday and Tuesday night taking a small trip to Mayfield Keas to take part in a real camp 
fire. 
 
With all highs came the lows, when we had to say "see you later" to our Keas who flew up to Cubs. Monday night also 
had to say bye to Callum, everyone's favourite Venturer. He's had to take a break from helping out with Keas so he can 
focus on his exams.  
 
We wish him all the best and can’t wait for him to return(hopefully) in 2018. 
 

 

CUBS’ REPORT 

 
Akela (Moyra), Kaa (Glen), Bagheera (Helen), Baloo (John) and Singum (Raheem) 
 
Despite the very wet weather the Cubs had another action packed Term 3. 
 
Our first week involved a walk to see the Glow Worms in Lynn Reserve, apparently the Glow Worms like the wet 
weather as we saw hundreds of them. It really is great for us to be able to take the Cubs to see these kind of things in 
the middle of the city. 
 
Week 2 saw the Cubs cooking with fire as we made traditional damper and baked apples , I can confirm that both of 
these were very tasty. 
 
The next couple of weeks had a similar theme with a visit from our wonderful Police Education Officer (and Kea 
Leader) Constable Louise and a visit to the Coast Guard in Browns Bay. 
 
Both of these nights highlighted the important roles the Police and Coast Guard play in our community although if 
you ask the Cubs I’m sure their highlights were climbing all over the Police Car and Coast Guard rescue boat. 
 
The always enjoyable International Night was up next with each Cub bringing a dish that represented their culture or 
favorite food.  Wednesday night had a distinctly Asian flavour with dumplings, noodles, curries and an assortment of 
other foods including the ever popular hot chips. Thursday night had a more continental European theme with lots of 
cheese, salami and sausages as well as the traditional kiwi classics of Pavlova and mince pies. 
 
The next few weeks involved a conservation night where we made bird feeders and planted insect friendly flowers, a 
visit from a volunteer fireman and learning Maori song and dance as part of Maori Language week. Many thanks to 
Stacey (a cub parent) for helping us out during Maori Language week, the Cubs had a great time. 
 
We ended the term with Rock Climbing at the Birkenhead leisure Centre and in the final week we made S’mores and 
dessert burritos over hot coals. 
 
At the end of Term 3 we also said goodbye to our older Cubs who left us to start Scouts in Term 4, you will all be 
missed but it is great to see you all continuing with Scouts. 
 



 

 

We also welcomed a new leader to the fold on Wednesday night as Raheem was invested towards the end of Term 3, 
and on Thursday night Jonathan and Brendon started their journey towards becoming leaders.  
 
See you all for an action packed Term 4. 

 

SCOUTS’ REPORT 

 
Scout Leaders – Nigel Boyce & Darin Hutcheson 
 
Our Scouts had a busy term 3.  We embraced the “Fire” theme of the national programme and had a few nights 
learning how to light a cooking fire using various methods.  
 

We also worked towards our cooking badges and had two 
nights where we went shopping and then cooked a meal, 
all of which were very edible. 
 
In August we joined the rest of the group for a hike at 
Wenderholm.  It was a wet and windy day, but awesome 
to see so many turn up from all sections of the Group.  
 
Some of our Scouts, leaders & parents got together for 
the Mud Monster Mud Rush up at Massey University.  It 
was a very cold day, but everyone (especially Simon) still 
managed to have a great time. 
 

 
In September we went to Waiuku for the regional target 
shooting competition.  Campbell Bain was the best from 
the Sunnynook Group, closely followed by his mum, Jane. 
The rest of us generally hit the target. 
 
Term 4 will be another busy one.  We have a couple of 
days’ community service scheduled and we’ll be attending 
the Orewa Regatta.  We also have a night hike, a weekend 
camp, a fishing competition, and we’ll be at the pool doing 
our swimming badge. 
 
 

 

GENERAL NEWS 

 
Rangitoto Zone 
We are now part of the Rangitoto Zone, although still sharing some activities with the Mahurangi Zone.  Most of you 
will have seen the contenders for our new Zone Badges – we expect to hear the winner in the next few weeks.  If you 
haven’t already done so, then join the Rangitoto Zone Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1871140283206397/ and don’t forget about the Sunnynook page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SunnynookScoutGroup/ 
 
Badge Competition 
We’re holding a competition to design a badge for our Group Camp in Term 1 of 2018.  Your child should have 
received an entry form, but if not, it can be downloaded from our website 
http://sunnynook.org.nz/downloads/public/BadgeCompetition.pdf 
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