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LEADERS’ REPORT 

 
Group Leader / Chairperson – Darin Hutcheson  
Welcome to term 3.  Looks like another busy one across all sections – it’s great that we can keep some good activities 
going throughout the winter months. 
 
Cub Leaders 
At the end of term 2 we said goodbye to Helen, who is retiring 
after 5 years of great service as a Kea and Cub Leader, and to 
Raheem who is moving out of the area after a year with the 
group.  Thanks so much to them both for all they have done for 
the group. 
 
Thanks also to Cameron Frith, Wayne Pepper and Shu Xin for 
volunteering to replace them and keep John company on 
Wednesdays.  Without you we would have had to close down our 
Wednesday night Cubs.  
 
Scout Leaders 
Thanks also to Peter Waugh, Robin van’t Hof and Kris Boyd for volunteering to be Scout Leaders.  Our Scout Group 
has doubled in size recently to 21 and it’s great to have some additional help. 
 
Still more leaders needed!! 
As I might have mentioned before, we are still short of Leaders for all Sections, and particularly Monday & Tuesday 
Keas and Thursday Cubs.  Please see the section leader, or let Darin know if you are interested in giving it a go.  If you  
wish to be an Adult helper then please also get in touch so we can get you officially signed up. 
 
Safe from Harm 
You will have received various emails from national office regarding keeping our members safe from harm.  We’re 
very committed to  this and It would be great if you could take a look at the Code of Ethics that all our leaders and 
adult volunteers will be signing up to.  We particularly want you to be aware of the “Supervison of Young People” 
rules – it makes it much easier for the Leaders if all our parents understand what the rules are, so we don’t 
accidentally create situations where we are in breach of the guidelines.  
 
If you have ever have any concerns, then please let a leader or myself know straight away, or call the ScoutsNZ 
phoneline.   
 
Jamboree information evening 
We’re kicking off our Jamboree programme this coming Sunday at 7pm.  Jamboree is 16 months away, but there is a 
lot of planning and fundraising that needs to happen.  We’ll be inviting all the Scouts, and the Cubs that will be old 
enough by the time of the jamboree.  Please come along as a Jamboree is often the highlight of our members’ time at 
Scouts. 
 
Working Bee 
Thanks to everyone who helped at our Working Bee.  We did a good number of tidy up jobs, and nearly finished 
waterblasting the roof which is a massive job.  Thanks especially to Nigel, Pete and Simon for doing this.   
 
 

https://members.scouts.org.nz/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?Command=Core_Download&EntryId=1498&language=en-NZ&PortalId=3&TabId=289


 

 

 

KEAS’ REPORT 

 
Kea Leaders – Annette/Fantail, Aaron/Ruru, James/Kākā and Louise/Kererū 
 
Sunnynook Keas have had an awesome time in Term Two - working on our Award Scheme Skills, some members earning 

Personal Challenge Badges at home, plus some fabulous first-time experiences for many of our Keas. Monday Night 

Keas worked hard on their Healthy Kea Badges last term, whilst Tuesday Night Keas had a wonderful twilight Wheels 

Night to earn their Road Safety Kea Badges. 

We wished a fond (sad) farewell to Anne-Marie from Tuesday night Keas. Her enthusiasm, experience and infectious 

laugh will be greatly missed. We wish her and her whanau much aroha for their next big adventure up North. 

We are loving having our two newer leaders – James (Kākā) on Monday Night, and Aaron (Ruru) on Tuesday Night come 

with such great experience and ideas for our respective groups. And of course – old-hand now Callum is still an 

invaluable asset on Monday Nights – the Keas love having him there to assist. 

Collectively, we have sent four Keas up to Cubs this term – a great excitement for all our Keas as they see the 

progression through the Groups at Sunnynook. We look forward to sharing some activities with the Cubs later in term 

three so they can catch up with their Kea – now Cub – mates.  

Highlights of Term two were our Matariki Night – where we celebrated all things Maori New Year – creating some 

wonderful Matariki Stars. The Keas loved receiving the fabulous Matariki Badge (pictured below).  

We also had many Keas attend the Rangitoto Zone ‘Bug Sleepover’ at Camp Maynard. It was a wonderful experience 

with manyn things ot learn about bugs in general. There was lots of exploring and MUD to be found! Another wonderful 

Badge came from this event (pictured below). 

We loved creating Jelly Soap (thanks Ruru), preparing gifts for our mothers for Mother’s Day, and making seed paper 

for our gardens and bird feeders for the wildlife around our homes. Of course – any sessions involving food – such as 

scroggin for our JOTT walk and marshmallows were always a highlight! 

In term three, we look forward to checking out some glow worms, having a Den Sleepover, making puppets, finding 

out about scouting in other countries, celebrating Father’s Day, earning our Keen Kea Badges plus a Rangitoto Zone 

MOTAT Day… Sound like fun?? Come and join us!! 

The Kea Team  
Annette/Fantail, Aaron/Ruru, James/Kākā and Louise/Kererū 
 
 

 



 

 

 

CUBS’ REPORT 

 
Cub Leader – John Irving 
 
At the start of the term we had 24 Cubs with 3 leaders & a few parent helpers in the mix. We had an action packed 
term 2 & have an interesting term 3 planned. 
 
ANZAC Parade at Browns Bay was attended by a good number from the group supporting the veterans during the 
school holidays. 
 
Week one was a crafty night for Mother’s Day. 
 
Week two, Braille Week was a challenge for a lot of the cubs with interesting things to do while blindfolded. 
A few weeks later, JOTT, or Jamboree On The Trail, North Head tunnels visited on a damp evening. Lucky the weather 
held off & we all had a fun time roaming the tunnels, screaming & yelling with echo, echo’s coming back. 
 
The next week, cardboard box forts were made with the emphasis on fitting the whole Six into it. Some had a BIG 
start with some huge boxes being brought in quickly as it was raining, lucky we didn’t do the tunnels this week. Then 
we collapsed all the boxes then they were taken home to be recycled, great effort by all. 
 
You never know how you cub will go with a decorate your pillow slip evening. Well, we had a lot of tracing & effort 
put into these. Great to see time was spent well & team work using the markers. Thanks to Moyra for drying them all. 
 
Week 9 Lolly Machines. A very special thanks to Placemakers for donating the wood & screws for these. A few weeks 
prior we had a construction afternoon at Moyra’s place. With the help from Venturer Callum, who used his skill’s to 
help Brendon, Moyra & myself get the blocks cut, drilled & sanded in preparation for the night when we had the den 
a buzz with drills & dad’s helping the Cubs make the lolly machines. The Cubs had a sweet time 
 
Week 10 we had to send a few Cubs up to Scouts, ok 9.  We have 2 Keas joining the ranks in term 3. Also leaving us 
was Helen whose son Oliver might go to Scouts next term.  Raheem also having to leave us with shifting out to 
Whenuapai, taking his son with him, they have already contacted the group out there. 
 
As such we had a OMG one leader, we needed a few parents to step up to become leaders & it’s great that we have 
had 3 decide that Cubs could be a place for them to spend some time helping the rest of the Cubs.  With camps & 
other activities requiring more helpers, please give it some SERIOUS thought about joining the ranks of leaders. 
We also need lots of parent helpers to be police vetted to be able to take youth on events, these are also greatly 
needed. 
 
Let the game begin! at Pump House Theatre. 
 
It would be great if you are able to come & see Callum & myself on stage. Show opens Thurs 23rd Aug to Sat 1st Sept. 
We’re doing our 3rd show, as such getting our GOLD woggles. The rehearsals have been on since 29th April with 
Scouts, Guides & a few Cubs in the mix. TWO SOLD OUT Shows already. 
 
Thanks John, Baloo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

SCOUTS’ REPORT 

 
Scout Leaders – Nigel Boyce & Darin Hutcheson 
 
We managed to pack a lot into Term 2. 
 
We invited the Cubs along for a hiking and Sandboarding 
day at Lake Wainamu.  It was a bit cold and windy, but 
everyone seemed to have a great time.  It was really 
good to get a lot of parents along too to join in the fun. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In June we spent a day orienteering at Mahurangi 
Regional Park.  It was a beautiful day, but very wet 
underfoot.  All our Scouts who attended got very good at 
Map and Compass Reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We also spent a weekend on Rangitoto and stayed 
overnight.  We did a very big hikes on both the Saturday 
and Sunday and our Scouts can be really proud of their 
efforts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For term 3 we’ll be doing our cooking and swimming badges, going on a camp, and doing some science and scouty 
things at the Den. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GENERAL NEWS 

 
Group Event – Bike Day 
 
Our next group event will be on Sunday 16 September at Sanders Reserve, Paremoremo.  We’ll be having a bike 
day/picnic.  There are lots of tracks there from learners all the way up to serious mountain bikers, so it should be a 
fun day out for all.  Please mark it on your calendar and look out for an OSM invite. 
 
Gang Show 
 
As John mentioned, the Gang Show is fast approaching.  You’re welcome to attend whenever you like – tickets here - 
but if you want to come with the Sunnynook contingent, then we are going on 27 August at 7:30pm.  Email Darin if 
you want a ticket. 
 
 

 

https://pumphouse.co.nz/whats-on/show/let-the-game-begin/

