
 

 

 

Sunnynook Scout Group Newsletter 

 

Term 3 – 2017 

 

GROUP LEADER’S REPORT 

 
Group Leader / Committee Chairperson – Darin Hutcheson 
 
Welcome to Term 3.  It’s been a busy first half of the year with lots of changes. We had Paul Davey leave after a great 
couple of years as our Group Leader.  I have taken over this role.  We also had our Brendan Patterson, our Scout 
Leader, leave us.  Thanks to Brendan for all his efforts. Many thanks to Nigel for stepping in to keep our Scout Troop 
running.  We’ve seen our Kea Clubs grow a lot in Term 2. At the moment we have 41 Keas, 49 Cubs and 11 Scouts.  
It’s great to have such good leaders running programmes that attract this number of kids. 
 
Mahurangi Zone split 
The Mahurangi Zone was a huge area from Devonport up to Wellsford.  It has just been split into two zones, roughly 
geographically at Browns’ Bay.  The northern part will keep the Mahurangi name.  The southern part, which we are 
part of, will be the Rangitoto Zone.  Initially there shouldn’t be much change for us, other than a new badge.  
However, it will eventually be a lot easier for the Zone Leaders to manage.  If you use facebook then join the Scouts 
NZ – Rangitoto Zone group to keep up with what’s happening within our Zone. Also, join the Sunnynook Scout Group 
group if you aren’t yet a member. 
 
Yellow Pages 
Thanks to everyone who helped out with the Yellow Local Directory deliveries.  It was a lot of work, but we raised 
nearly $6k for a weekend’s work.  We are currently working on funding a replacement of our Kitchen and this money 
will help pay for it. 
 
Sunnynook Park 
The Council will start their Sunnynook Park project in October.  This involves digging out and lowering the sports 
fields by 1.5m and trucking the dirt across the road, directly outside the Den, to Wairau Intermediate School where 
they will be raising and flattening the fields.  This is going to be quite disruptive for us as we will loose access to the 
field and our end of the carpark.  The contractors need to consult with us around maintaining safe access to the Den 
so please keep an eye out for notices from me about this. 
 
We need more Leaders! 
We have about half the number of Leaders we require to comfortably run a really good program.  Please, please 
consider helping out.  Everyone thinks they are too busy, however if we had 4 leaders for each night, you’ll only need 
to organise something once a month.  Scouting is a volunteer organisation – we are desperate for more volunteers. 
 
Waiting Lists 
We aren’t accepting new members into Keas or Cubs as they are both full.  In term 4 a lot of Keas will be moving to 
Cubs and there will be some spaces available then.  If you have younger children, that you think would like to follow 
their siblings into our group, then get them on the Keas waiting list now – contact me! 
 
Parent Helpers 
If you want to be a parent helper at a sleepover or at a camp then we need to have you Police checked.  These checks 
can take months to be processed – we are still waiting for the forms we submitted in Term 1 to come back.  It is best 
to get them done now, so we have plenty of options in the summer when we will need helpers at camps.  Contact 
your section leader or myself for the forms. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1871140283206397/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1871140283206397/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SunnynookScoutGroup


 

 

Hall Hire 
Thanks to Louise and Trevor Inglis who are now managing our Hall hire.  Our Hall is very well used during the evenings 
and weekends, but relatively free during the day Monday to Friday.  If you know of any community groups looking for 
a place, please let them know about our Hall.  

 
 

KEAS’ REPORT 

 

Kea Leaders – Louise, Ellie, Anne-Marie and Annette 
 
The Keas have had a busy second term.   
 
We have welcomed a lot of new Keas in both term one and two which means that both Monday and Tuesday nights 
are now full to the brim with 21 Kea’s on each night and a waiting list!   Whilst this is exciting, it does mean that the 
leaders have their hands pretty full so we really do appreciate the help of our parents.  If any parents would like to 
become leaders, please have a chat to one of us.  We will welcome you and it is a lot of fun.  
 
During term 2 we have made gifts for the special mums in our life, gone on a twilight hike, learnt about Oxygen and the 
weather, made Hokey Pokey, done some fun experiments, played lots of games and learnt about what happens at a 
sleepover. We ended the term with a Monday and Tuesday night combined sleepover in the Den which was great fun.  
We were a little concerned about how this would go with so many new and younger members but it went extremely 
well and us leaders even managed to get a few minutes of sleep!    
 
Term 3 is looking to be great. The highlight will be a combined sleepover with the Tauhinu Keas at Kelly Tarltons in early 
August.  Our friends at Mayfield had so much fun when we had our epic Monday/Tuesday/Mayfield water fight at the 
beginning of the year that they have invited us to join them for a campfire towards the end of the term.   
 
At the end of term 3 we will be flying some of our older Keas up to Cubs.   Approximately 13 from Monday night and 5 
from Tuesday will be moving up, so we will be working as hard as we can to tick off as many cornerstones as we can 
for our Silver and Gold badges. 
 
 

  
 



 

 

 

CUBS’ REPORT 

 
Cub Leaders – Moyra (Akela), Glen (Kaa), Helen (Bagheera), Stacey (Raksha) and John 

(Baloo) 

 

What a busy and action packed first half of 2017 the Cubs have had. 
 
Both packs have settled in well and the leaders have adjusted well to running two packs, and remembering twice the 
number of names! 
 
Term 1 (and summer) seems such a long time ago. The Cubs enjoyed many outdoor activities including an Athletics 
night, Cycle night and a Conservation night at Unsworth Reserve. Many Cubs were able to earn their Athletics, Cycling 
and Conservation badges over these nights. 
 
Term 1 also included a visit to Mayfield Cubs for a traditional campfire, this was the first and so far only time the 2 
packs have been together during the week and it certainly was impressive to see all the Cubs together. 
The Cubs seem to enjoy the cooking nights and the Term 1 cooking nights were no different. Early in the term we 
made Boiled in a Bag Scrambled Eggs, Ice Cream and a big mess (cracking eggs isn’t as easy as it looks) and towards 
the end of the term we made American Hot Dogs and Pancakes. 
 
Kauri Pack finished Term 1 off with a visit to the pool at the Millennium Institute; unfortunately Totara Packs 
swimming night was postponed due to Cyclone Cook. 
 
Term 2 started with Totara pack completing their swimming night. The Cubs put in a lot of effort on these nights with 
many of them earning their swimming badges. 
 
The following week we did our JOTT (Jamboree on the Trail) walk through Unsworth reserve with the Cubs who did 
this earning a special JOTT badge. 
 
Cooking night for Term 2 involved making Hamburgers, with the Cubs having to answer a series of questions to get 
the ingredients required. 
 
Other highlights of the term included making mini air cannons, fun with balloons, making smoke rings and a craft 
night. 
 
Towards the end of the term the Cubs visited Stardome for Matariki with many of them enjoying looking through 
telescopes at the Moon and Saturn. 
 
The last week of term was an SPCA themed night where we made toys for the animals and the Cubs donated food 
and other items for the SPCA. 
 
We have an actioned packed Term 3 planned, with the Cubs already enjoying a walk through Manuka and Lynn 
Reserves to see Glow Worms and some impressive Kauri trees. 
 
Other activities planned include a visit from the Police, a visit to the Coast Guard, Rock Climbing and a visit to the 
Auckland Airport Fire Station. 
 
I’m sure there will be food involved somewhere too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

SCOUTS’ REPORT 

 
Scout Leader – Nigel Boyce 
 
Hello Scouts and Parents, 
 
Wow - half the year’s gone already and here we are into Term 3 already. Last term saw me back at Scouts as a leader 
and what a great troop of scouts we have at Sunnynook. They’re young but as keen as wanting to learn and have a 
go. And that’s pleasing to see.   
 
Early last term saw us bagging up and delivering our phone books for our annual fundraiser. Many thanks once again 
to all of you that lent a hand and assisted throughout the weekend getting this sorted. What a job as it dragged on 
over the 3 days, but that effort from you all has paid a good dividend and we raised nearly  $6000 again. 
 

Last term saw our scouts visiting the fire station sorting out the basis 
of our firefighting badge and then an evening ten pin bowling to add a 
little excitement to our scouting nights.  This was followed up with a 
day’s outing to Bethels’ Beach sand dunes, and a wander around Lake 
Wainamu. Then BBQ sausages for lunch at the giant sand dune and fun 
was had by all boogie boarding down the dunes.   Even I had a go and 
yeah, the rest is history. Lord know how I knocked myself out as I no 
recollection of how that happened.  Many thanks to all of you that 
were there on the day as your help and assistance was very much 
appreciated.  
 
Our zone Cossgrove Course, that many of us went to, saw those scouts 
enjoying another camp away. Here we enjoyed a weekend of good old 
fashioned scout camping practices of getting our tents set up in the 
dark and cooking and cleaning for ourselves over the weekend. We 
learnt how to make and light a fire from materials found in the bush, 
whittling a tent peg with pocket knives, learning basic first aid for 
camping and tramping, how to make camp bread while learning how a 
good camp kitchen is to be set up.  Busy times had by all and the 
smiles that were had by us all to see these scouts looking after 
themselves was very rewarding.  

 
This term we are to concentrate on our awards scheme and badge work. We’ll be helping our younger and newer 
members obtain their bronze scout award while those that are working on their silver award scheme should be able 
to finish most of that. There are a couple of older ones that we need to get through their gold so this is a busy term 
ahead. 
 
Thanks to all those that have helped us out throughout the term and we look forward to your assistance when 
needed again.   
 
We still need another couple of Leaders to help us out at our Scouts, so please come and see me or Darin as to what 
is required for you to give us a hand and become a Leader. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

GENERAL NEWS 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


